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The Sociology behind Anti-Vaccination
When babies are born, it has been the habit of some parents to have their children vaccinated after a few months. This is believed to help the newborn children to further strengthen their immune systems – lowering the chances of acquiring diseases and disorders like hepatitis, chickenpox, measles, influenza, and more. Currently, there are a number of countries that have mandatory vaccination laws for various diseases.[footnoteRef:1] However, not all parents are a fan of having their children vaccinated. There are several reasons why parents choose to suspend or totally forgo their children’s vaccination schedules. This paper aims to identify various reasons behind anti-vaccination movements and understand the social theories behind such movements. [1:  Examples are countries such as France, Italy, and Poland which have mandatory vaccination policies for Hepatitis B, Measles, Poliovirus, among many other diseases.] 

REASONS BEHIND ANTI-VACCINATION
The first successful vaccine ever created was back in the year 1796 by Edward Jenner in the hopes of fighting the epidemic smallpox (Stern and Markel 2005). Jenner’s attempts to formulate a vaccine against smallpox became the scientific basis for vaccinology. In the years to come, other vaccines have also sprung about including Louis Pasteur’s rabies vaccine, the vaccine for cholera and typhoid, and more (Immunization Action Coalition 2016). While vaccination proves to bring benefits to people, it cannot be avoided that there are also people who would refuse to have themselves or their children vaccinated. The following sections would discuss some of the known reasons why people are choosing to join the anti-vaccination movement.
Infringement on Individual Liberty
One of the reasons behind most anti-vaccination movements is the notion against the violation of a person’s individual liberty. Among the most frequent reason in this matter is that receiving vaccination under compulsory vaccination laws is that it violates their religious traditions and beliefs and these are something that needs to be respected according to some of the earliest anti-vaccination movements (Blume 2006). This can be seen as any human-rights movement. A person indeed holds the right to decide for himself or herself what would be or would not be injected into his or her own body. Forcing him or her to be injected with vaccine even if it is against his or her will would mean that his own liberty is being violated.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Regarding the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Mississippi has the highest vaccination rate in the year 2012 to 2013. The Representative Ralph Tucker, D-Brunswick advocates and sponsored the bill, LD606 to address the unvaccinated children and eliminate the vaccine exemptions regarding the religious and philosophical reasons. Even though, based on the World Health Organization, the vaccination was globally covered to prevent the illness or even death of the people they cannot control parents who support anti-vaccination because they will not cooperate with the public health officials, providers and also to the government.] 

Threats to the Profession of ‘Irregular Physicians’
As observed in a study, the leaders of anti-vaccination movements in the earlier years were almost always an ‘irregular physicians’ including homeopaths (Blume 2006). These group of people is going against the vaccination movement, especially in areas wherein vaccination has been rectified into law, for reasons that their profession might be put to halt. Another reason is that these group of people are afraid that their profit might dwindle down, especially for those people whose business is the manufacturing of patent medication (Blume 2006).
Concerns about Vaccine Safety
Nowadays, anti-vaccination movements are emerging from one place to another for new and recent reasons. Anti-vaccination movement nowadays is being concerned about the safety of the vaccinations being given to people including children. Among what lead to these new and recent anti-vaccination movements is the Dengvaxia controversy which occurred in the Philippines (Fatima and Syed 2018).
Dengvaxia is a dengue vaccine that has been developed by Sanofi Pasteur (Fatima and Syed 2018). It is the world’s first-ever dengue vaccine to be licensed and it has been the subject of interest of governments that oversee dengue-prone areas, such as the Philippines (Fatima and Syed 2018). However, it has only been recently discovered by Pasteur that the vaccine increases the risk of children to have a more severe form of dengue especially when a Dengvaxia inoculated child has never had a history of dengue prior vaccination. This type of situation is what increases the fear of people, especially parents, to receive a vaccination.
SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY
[bookmark: _GoBack]Several years ago, the issue about the mumps, measles, rubella vaccine and autism has debunked because the confusion was supported in the past cases of vaccinations. [footnoteRef:3]The fear persists in relation to the risks of vaccinations because of what happened in the past that reflects the dangers of vaccination. As the scientist made further researches regarding the last probability of the autism-vaccination. The scientist determine the vaccine’s effect is not relative to the autism risk to the children and the immunization has no risk for the disorder but it will save the lives of the people. However, in Maine, they exempt the children to be vaccinated for a philosophical reason because, in their community, they allow exemptions for philosophical and religious reasons (BND Editorial Board 2015).[footnoteRef:4] [3:  In California, the outbreak regarding the whooping cough disorder (pertussis) creates a big impact since 1947 up to 2010. There are 9,000 cases was reported with 10 infants died because they are too young to vaccinate. Due to this instance, the Emory University, Johns Hopkins University, and the California Department of Public Health had reported a study which their finding proposed that the high rates of a whooping cough are because of the high rates of non-medical exemptions which block the people to be vaccinated to avoid the disease.]  [4:  The statement presents the main points regarding vaccination in the countries. Based on the Maine’s vaccination laws, there are several heart felting testimonies and stories concerning the bill.] 

Due to this underlying theory about vaccination, it led to the social basis of the vaccine in further questioning and refusal. Even though science already demonstrated that vaccines have no scientific evidence about the issue of autism, a segment of the public who are convinced about the issue affects their belief about vaccination (Zevallos 2016). In this process, many researchers focus on understanding the sociological theories that led parents to refuse vaccination.
Bourdieu’s Theory
The sociological theory of Bourdieu focuses on how specific communities affects the decision making of parents regarding the social nature of vaccination. According to Attwell, Meyer, and Ward (2018), parents experience non-vaccination towards the appropriate forms of vaccination because of their social networks. In this process, it led the vaccine decision-making of parents to conform to the status quo of the social groups they belong about vaccination. It was discussed that the common reason why parents reject vaccines is that they are afraid of it and they do not trust the system designed to deliver vaccines. Also, they fear the unnatural incursion to the human body in which they view vaccination as useless.
Bourdieu’s theory identified that the social practices hold value to social networks that is why those parents who belong to a community who choose not to vaccinate their children play as a symbolic practice that they should engage. This process is with the purpose to conform to the social practice of the community they belong and as a respect for being included in the community. It was also discussed that the providers of vaccination such as the public health officials, providers or the government must respect and understand that those parents who refuse vaccination are socially situated. In which, the parent’s connection to their social groups in the central reason why they question and refuse vaccination (Attwell, Meyer, and Ward 2018).
Sociality and Like-mindedness
As noted in the previous sections, one of the reasons for anti-vaccination movement is the concern of the parents for their children’s health. In the current cultural milieu, parents are regarding themselves to have moral responsibilities regarding the wellbeing of the people they care for. Moreover, what comes with this notion is the social thinking that they are “accountable for their own-wellbeing” (Attwell, Meyer, and Ward 2018:3). 
Such social thinking is being widely popularized that studies are finding out that some parents are joining anti-vaccination movements for the purposes of sociality (Sobo 2015). The sociality the parents received in the study was enough for the parents to outright refuse vaccination for their children even if they hadn’t expressed opposition against vaccination before (Sobo 2015). Hence, instead of medically sound reasons for opting out of vaccination, such as the risks presented in Dengvaxia, parents are leaning more towards reasons that would allow them to be socially accepted by a certain group of people (Sobo 2015). It has also been presented in the study of Attwell, Meyer, and Ward (2018) that communities of groups of people who homogeneously rejected vaccination can be considered as a like-minded community wherein their decisions are being rewarded by a high bonding social capital.
CONCLUSION
	In analyzing all the underlying concepts and theories around the anti-vaccination topic, we found clear information about why parents are rejecting and hesitant in vaccination. This is because of how they experience in social norms and another lifestyle that attributes within their beliefs around vaccination. Bourdieu’s theory is proven that social processes have a link to the uncertainties and difficulties to refuse vaccines. Also, considering the vaccine questioning and refusal of certain social communities, the public official representatives or even the government are expected to understand the parents’ beliefs and respect their religious and philosophical reasons in refusing vaccination.
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